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The South African economic climate remained depressed in 2019 and so far, the forecast for 
2020 has predicted that this trend will continue. This has impacted negatively on the 
construction industry and likewise on the role that SAICE plays in the international arena. 
Our emphasis for 2019 has been focused on optimising the budget in line with the new 
Growing Forward strategy at the same time addressing the essential operational 
requirements of SAICE institution. We have also considered the commercial development 
mandate of SAICE (Pty) Ltd from an international perspective and we anticipate our plans to 
expand the SAICE business beyond our borders will be realised in the short to medium term. 
The net effect has again resulted in SIP and SAICE needing to review the level of our 
relationships with other Africa and International organisations.

In 2019 SIP has continued to collaborate effectively with our international partners, namely 
ICE, IStructE as well as FAEO and WFEO, but closer to home our relationships with the 
representative engineering institutions in the SADC member countries has been somewhat 
limited to those adjacent to our borders.

A milestone for 2019 is that following the presentation of the new SAICE IRC Guide by 
Martin van Veelen as a FAEO proposal at the WFEO World Engineers' Convention in 
London in October 2018, Martin was appointed by FAEO as the project leader to roll out the 
new SAICE Guide. The objective of the SAICE IRC Guide is to assist countries to assess 
and monitor the ongoing maintenance of their critical infrastructure.

Martin van Veelen is a non-voting member of the WFEO Executive Committee in his 
capacity as the chairman of the WFEO Working Group on the Global Infrastructure Report 
Card. The project for the development of a global infrastructure report commenced in 2015 
with the objective of providing guidance for assessing the state of infrastructure in countries 
across the world to inform governments and the UN on appropriate policies that will facilitate 
progress on the UN Sustainable Development Goals. This initiative is in consultation with 
Professor Paul W Jowitt, President of the Commonwealth Engineers Council (CEC).

In 2019 Martin van Veelen submitted a proposal on behalf of FAEO to The Royal Academy 
of Engineering for funding under its GCRF Africa Catalyst Scheme, for the preparation of a 
report on the state of infrastructure by five countries representing Africa South of the Sahara. 

The purpose of the GCRF Africa Catalyst Scheme is to strengthen professional engineering 
bodies in sub-Saharan Africa so that they can effectively promote the profession, share best 
practice and increase local engineering capacity, to help drive development.

This proposal was awarded to FAEO in September 2019 with a start date of 1 October 2019 
and a finish date of 6 April 2021, with Martin as the project manager. SAICE will have some 
administrative input into the execution of the defined deliverables.

SAICE is a valued and respected member of WFEO. The WFEO is a growing organization 
and through its interaction with the United Nations achieving much to improve the visibility of 
the engineering profession on a global scale. Following the initiative led by the WFEO, 
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UNESCO has declared March 4th as “World Engineering Day for Sustainable 
Development” (WED). This is the only international day that celebrates engineering. It is an 
opportunity to promote the profession, and raise awareness of its importance to delivering 
sustainable development, while also encouraging the next generation of engineers. It is up 
to the different member organisations to utilize these opportunities for their own benefit.

Kribbs Moodley continued to chair SIP with Martin van Veelen in the role of vice chair. The 
other committee members are Brian Downie (2019 President), Alain Jacquet, Tony Smith, 
Malcolm Pautz, and Munya Mutyora.  The Panel members from ICE-SA and JSD continued 
to provide valuable guidance on International best practices. 

SIP convened committee meetings on 12 February 2019, 14 May 2019, 6 August 2019 and 
5 November 2019. The agenda items typically addressed SIP budgetary and operational 
matters, SIP travel policy, reporting back on international trips, planning of future 
international trips and identification of business opportunities. Also we reported on any 
international events facilitated by ICE-SA and JSD, SAICE’s two joint divisions.

For the 2019 budget, SIP has again endeavoured to curtail international travel, limiting 
ourselves to trips which have a direct benefit to SAICE and our membership. Each trip made 
requires a motivation report. The framework of which contains includes:

• Cost of the trip

• Member benefit

• Commercial investment and the return on that investment

• Substance and value of the trip

The 2019 SIP expenditure was well within the 2019 budget.

The following events were sponsored by SAICE in 2019:

• Martin van Veelen attended the World Construction Forum (WCF) 2019 in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia from 6 to 8 April 2019.

Income & Expenditure Statement

INT - International Affairs

2019

Budget Expenditure
R402 000

Actual Expenditure
R298 392

Variance
R103 608

2020

Budget Expenditure
R471 867
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• Avi Menon and Munya Mutyora attended the 6th Africa Engineering Week (AEW) and 
4th Africa Engineering Conference organized in Zambia by the EIZ on 15 to 21 
September 2019.

• Brian Downie, Martin van Veelen and Steven Kaplan attended the Engineers 
Australia and the World Federation of Engineering Organizations WFEO in 
Melbourne for the World Engineers Convention (WEC) on 18 to 22 November 2019. 
A report was posted on the SAICE Website.

SAICE and SIP has also participated in the following international events in 2019:

• Martin van Veelen attended the 2nd Quarter 2019 Executive Committee meeting of 
FAEO on 23 June 2019 at El Mouradi Gamarth Hotel, Tunis, Tunisia.

• Martin van Veelen attended the Conference on Engineering and Food Security in 
Sub Saharan Africa also in Tunisia on 24 & 25 June 2019. The President of World 
Farmer’s Organisation was also in attendance.

Visits to SAICE by international organisations included:

• SAICE hosted a visit by two young engineers from the Botswana Association of 
Consulting Engineers BACE on 7 February 2019.  They were on a benchmarking 
visit to learning how to set up a more interactive website and management system.   
They also wanted to get an overview of SAICE services and the bookshop to give 
them more ideas of what they can do for their members.

• From ICE, Paul Gordon (Director, International Operations) and Patrick Courtney 
(International Recruitment Manager) visited South Africa in April 2019 to meet with 
consulting firms requiring insight into the registration requirements for MICE and 
Chartered Engineer status. Also a presentation to the Wits and UJ students on 
registration, membership and international offerings of ICE and setting up ICE 
Student Chapters. 

• Martin Powell CEO of IStructE, Ron Watermeyer, Marelize Visser, Tony Smith, met 
with Errol Kerst Steven Kaplan on 6 June 2019. The topic for discussion was the 
dissolution of the Joint Structural Division.
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